

Grade 9 Academic Final Assignment

Name: __________________

Your Class has been hired by the Stayner Collegiate Geographical Society to prepare a report and present it to your classmates.  Working on your own, you will choose one of the issues facing Canadians and research your topic.  You will need to find out exactly the what, where, when, who and why about the topic/issue and predict what the future will look like.  Each person will hand in their own report on Tuesday, June 2, 2009. Your report will be written in your own words and all dates, numbers (not common knowledge) and direct quotes will require proper referencing.  A works cited page must also be included. 
Once you have researched your information you and one or two other classmates will present the information to the class in an interesting and creative manner in a 10-15 minute presentation.  You will choose the date of your presentation so you must be present in order to share your information.  Each member of the group will be required to participate in the presentation as you will be assessed both individually and as a group.  
If you choose to work in a group be sure to choose your group members wisely.  Your presentation date will be decided on by you (and your group) therefore, each person must be present.  If you are not ready to present, you will forfeit your mark.  If a group member is absent your group must present regardless and the missing member will not receive their individual mark unless there are extenuating circumstances and a note from home is provided.  You must also have a 1-2 page handout prepared with the major points from your presentation. Be sure to include text and visuals.  This must be submitted to Ms. Vaughan the day before your presentation or you must bring enough copies for everyone in your class on the day of your presentation.  Remember you want to make your presentation as interesting and creative as possible and you will want to use a variety of media resources.  Your information can be presented in a variety of ways:
· Skit

· Video

· Power point (point form only in 16 font)
· Song

· Storybook

· Poem

I have booked the library and the computers for 5 days to write your report and a period to finish preparing your presentation.  Presentations will take place on       June 4-10, 2009. 
A list of possible topics includes:


Answer the following questions:
1. Acid Rain




What is it?  

2. The Greenhouse Effect


Types of?
3. The Ozone Layer



Where does it occur/take place?
4. Garbage and Landfill Sites *

How does it occur/take place?
5. The Oak Ridges Moraine


How has it changed over last 50 years
6. The Niagara Fruit Belt*


Positive effects
7. Agriculture and its Changing Face

Negative effects
8. The Fishing Industry


What does the future look like?
9. The Forestry Industry


How does it affect Canada’s economy?
10. Mining
($ generated/ $ spent etc)
11. Native Land Claims* (e.g. Oka)

12. Alternative Energy Sources
 (e.g. solar, wind, geothermal)


13. Public Transit
14. The 2010 Olympics

15. Oil and Gas
16. Ecological Footprint

17. Traditional Energy Sources (e.g. coal, hydro, nuclear)
18. The James Bay Hydro Project*
19. Military Involvement (e.g. Afghanistan)
If there is another topic you are interested in, please be sure to check with me to see if it is feasible.

You will have a number of days to research your topic.  I encourage you to use your own textbook, the atlas, encyclopedias, vertical files, CBC News in Review tapes, YouTube and e-library.  I know many of you like to search on the internet, but all those sources are not necessarily reliable, they take forever to find and are difficult to sift through.  Always use your time wisely, otherwise I will not provide you with class time to work on this.  This is another reason that you need to choose your group members carefully if you want to work in a group.

I realize that the presentation will be due on the date I have chosen in June.  I know that the due date for this final evaluation is Tuesday, June 2, 2009 and that it is worth 15 % of my final mark in this course.
_____________________ Student signature

Date: ___________

_____________________ Parent/Guardian signature
Date: ___________
Evaluation:

Name: _______________________

Topic: ____________________

Presentation

	Knowledge Understanding

-do you know what you are talking about? ***
	-seemed unsure of the information shared with the class
	-had a bit of knowledge of the material presented
	-had considerable knowledge of the material presented
	-had an excellent knowledge of the material presented

	Knowledge Understanding

-are you able to provide the class with a good overview of your topic?
	-provided the class with a limited overview of the chosen topic
	-provided the class with somewhat of an overview of the chosen topic
	-provided the class with a good overview of the chosen topic
	-provided the class with an excellent overview of the chosen topic

	Thinking Inquiry 

-are you able to provide the class with future predictions?
	-provided the class with a limited number of predictions
	-provided the class with some predictions
	-provided the class with a considerable number of predictions
	-provided the class with an excellent number of predictions

	Communication

-are you effectively able to share your information orally? (eye contact, pronunciation, enunciation, loud and clear) ***
	-is able to communicate orally with limited effectiveness
	-is able to communicate with some effectiveness
	-is able to communicate with considerable effectiveness
	-is able to communicate with a high degree of effectiveness

	Communication

-are you able to make effective use of the 20 minute time limit in  a creative and interesting manner?(organized, variety of media, perfect timing)
	-information was presented with limited effectiveness
	-information was presented with some effectiveness
	-information was presented with considerable effectiveness
	-information was presented with a high degree of effectiveness

	Application
-does your handout provide a good overview of the issue? (clear, concise, correct grammar, well organized)
	-handout provides a limited overview of the topic
	-handout provides somewhat of an overview of the topic
	-handout provides considerable information about the topic
	-handout provides a high degree of information about the topic


Presentation Total:
K _________
I _________
 C _________
A __________    Average: _______
Name: ____________________


Topic: ____________________

Your report will be assessed in the following manner:

Application

_____ 5   Structure – title page, introduction, body, conclusion, works cited
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_____ 2   Neatness – neat, orderly, clean and presentable

_____ 6   Maps/Diagrams - the location of the issue/topic was clearly indicated

_____ 5   Proper references

Communication

_____ 3   Introduction
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_____ 4   Body

_____ 3   Conclusion

_____ 3   Clarity of Message

_____ 5   Spelling and Grammar

Thinking and Inquiry

_____ 20 Quality of research and knowledge of topic – was it researched to the utmost?
_____ 5    Solutions – were a number of them provided?
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_____ 3    Variety of Sources and extent of research - books, magazines, recent facts and figures

_____ 3    Opinion – did you include your own thoughts and opinions?

	Thinking/Inquiry

Rough Work is clear and concise and in own words
	Includes a limited amount of researched information 
	Includes some researched information
	A considerable amount of researched information 
	Includes lots of researched information

	Communication 

Rough work has proper reference at the top of the page
	Limited accuracy in referencing
	Some accuracy in referencing
	Considerable accuracy in referencing
	Referencing is accurate and concise


Report Total:

I _________
 C _________
A __________        Average: _______
Overall Mark

1/3 Presentation + 2/3 Report
=  __________________________
ISU Schedule (Period 2)
	Wednesday, May 13
	Computer Lab (Report)

	Thursday, May 14
	Computer Lab (Report)

	Tuesday, May 19
	Computer Lab (Report)

	Wednesday, May 20
	Computer Lab (Report)

	Monday, May 25
	Computer Lab (Report)

	Tuesday, May 26
	Computer Lab (Presentation)

	Wednesday, May 27
	Computer Lab (Presentation)

	Thursday, June 4-10
	In Class (Presentations)


ISU CHECKLIST
	Report
	

	     Rough Notes
	

	     Introduction
	

	     Body
	

	            What is it
	

	            Where does it occur
	

	            When did it occur
	

	            Who is involved
	

	            Why is it important
	

	            How has it changed over last 50 yrs
	

	            Positive & negative effects
	

	Solutions
	

	            What does the future look like
	

	            How does it affect Canada’s economy
	

	Your Opinion
	

	     Conclusion
	

	     Bibliography
	

	     Diagrams/Maps/Charts
	

	
	

	Presentation
	

	     Partner
	

	     Power Point
	

	     Creative Elements (e.g. skit, video, YouTube, CBC News in Review etc)
	

	     Handout (1 page/group)
	











For online Assignment sheets go to www.msvaughansgeography.synthasite.com

